
I BY TANNER ELTON I SAFEry

Safety should become part of B.C,'s competitive advantage.

to "track" products resulting from this illicit trade. In the next 10 minutes, before I returned to my search for The Simpsons reruns, I leirrnt.

the following:

Asia has lost more than half oi it-
forests since the 1960s. This historicall.
unprecedented depletion is acceleratins
and has reached the equivalent oi rt i:
estimated three to four million hect,rr.-
annua l l y .  Fo res t s  rough l y  t he  s i z ,
of nine Prince Edward Islands r, 'r '
comparison) are eliminated each '. , '

and the "b lack market"  in  t r . . -
somewhere berween four to eighr t '  .

"officia1" estimates.
The concerns ra ised in the proqr . r : '

focused on the loss of species habitat,rn.:
the impact on ecosystems. The imac. -

llewyoung tlloilrgl tlte[ $itc
WorkSafeBC launched i ts new young worker web si te,
raiseyourhand.com, featur ing an ever-growing qui l t  of
"hands."  Young workers can log on to the s i te,  customize
their  own hand, and post their  personal  exper iences about
workplace safety.

By vis i t ing raiseyourhand.com, young workers wi l l  have
the opportuni ty to make their  voices heard,  share their
exper iences, and access a weal th of  resources for helping
them stay safe on the job.

Encourage young workers to
visit raiseyourhand.com today!
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\\'ere of lirrge trees being harvested by
workcrs with no safety gear, lr,orking
n it l-r modern, extremely dangerous
equipment. ril/orker safery ancl ri'cll-being
never came up in the progranr.

Contrast this situation r i  i t l i  Bri t ish

Columbia and Canrrcla. r i  i rh no i l legal

logg ing .  the  h is .h t  r r  l . r I r r r t t . tg ,c  o f  cer -

t i f iec l  fo rcsr  l . r r r . l s  in  thc  r i ' o r ld ,  and

sustr 'r inrt l . le r i .-1.1. h.rrr c:rc, l  bv ski l led

a n d .  i n  B . ( . . .  s . \ f  f  S . r f c t v  A c c o r d

Fr;restn' Enterprise) certif ied workers.
We have made tremendous strides

over the last few years to make vvorker
.rnd u-ork-site safety an integral part of
, ,ur  i r rdustry .  We are star t ing ro see
r-esults in reduced incidents, claims and
;osts. Vhile s'e have more progress to
:nake, the sirfet| infr:rstructure and the
:ultural shih to satcrv is s'ell underway.

Shouldn't the ncrt step be to rnake
..rfety part of our conrpcrit ive advan-
: , rge? Whv,  I  ask.  i r  r . r fe  tv  less of  an
. \ue r l r . l r l  i l legrr l  1 , ,g, : r r r l .  ( 'n \  i ronmen-
r l  inrp. ter .  . t l  t r l  I t t ] \ t t r t .1  : ' . r  l ' lc  iorestry?

. \oul . ln ' r  rh.  u. ' l ] - l .c in :  , , t  forest  rvork-
- - rs ,  l vhcr . . i : : l t i i  . i : ' i .  i ' : , , f  gq11n[  cga-

- e r n ?  S h , t : : . . 1 : -  :  : : r .  -  . : r . :  i n r l r t s t r v  i n

: i .C .  bent - :  ' :  , : -  : : ' .  ' . r . :  : i r . t t  our  n .ood

r r o d u c t .  . t : !  . ' :  . : - r , r . :  : : ' ) n t  s u s t a i r r -

i b l e ,  e n r  j r , ' : : : : ' . : : : . , . ' .  - , , . . 1 t . 1  f t t r e s t s ,

; n d  h a n : : : . . 1  - i . ; ' - . '  : . '

I t  i s  t r i : : ,  I  : t t . : . r r  , - r : : n n r ( ) \ ' l l t g

-r fety perf , , : ' : . . r : : ! (  : : ,  , :  : :  .  i - t : :  , , f  ho$'

. \ -e mani lgf  ' . : :  r : : r l . : . : : i  : : l  [ j . (  .  i . t r f  . r lsO

:re of  thc - r . : \ ,  J : t \  . , r  i ' '1  1, ,  ooj  i ront  I l . ( . .

. rould be t i : .  . i r , r tcc ( ) ia . r \ i ( )nrr r \  ( ' \er \ ' -
,rhere. "Sai., ' . :r.rrr crtrJ" .houl.l lrc .rs
m n n r t a l t r ' , ,  ' ; ' ,  t I I l t r r  ( ) t  f ( ) f t , \ I f \  . 1 5

:nvironment.r l  ionccrns. TLA

Tmner Eltr.'rr i-r t/.'c (.1.() oi the BC Frtre st
\,tfe4t Council.
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Safe roads, loads
and drivers - these
goals have us
bui lding partnerships
to del iver:
> Solid safety

supports l ike
accurate road
information

> Other practical
solut ions for al l
road users

From start to finish,
that's what forest
industry drivers need
- so al l  t r ips end
safely for everyone
on the road.
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CHINOOK FOREST
PRODUCTS LTD.

TIMBER BUYERS - MANUFACTURERS OF CEDAR POLES
. FIR POLES .  FIR PILING

"supltorters of the TLA"

P.O. Box 3164, Courtenay, BC V9N 5N4
Plant Site: 3399 Fraser Rd.

Tel :  250.334.45l3 .  Fax:  250.334.4366
Email: chinookforestproducts@telus.net
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