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Individual Owner Operator SAFE Certification Program 

What is the Individual Owner Operator SAFE Certification Program?
· Canada’s first safety certification program focused specifically on Individual Owner Operator (IOO) companies

· Part of the BC Forest Safety Council’s existing SAFE Companies program with features that make it more workable and effective for IOOs including:
· SAFEty Log – method for prompting and recording safety activities
· IOO SAFEty course – focuses on safety responsibilities and how to use a SAFEty Log. Designed to get IOOs engaged and comfortable with the SAFE Companies program

· Certification based on collecting three months of safety activities in the SAFEty Log, attending the IOO SAFEty course and successfully completing the “My SAFE audit” 

Who is an Individual Owner Operator?
· Someone who is self-employed and as the owner, is the only on-site forestry worker for their company. The IOO does not have employees or subcontractors but may have an off-site administrative person
· The backbone of many logging operations who is exceptionally vulnerable to gaps in the industry’s safety infrastructure

· Typical forest sector IOOs include log truck drivers, equipment operators, hand fallers and forest professionals
Background
· In 2004, the Forest Safety Task Force recommended industry implement uniform training and certification standards
· The Council, in conjunction with industry and WorkSafeBC, developed the SAFE Companies program as an initiative to develop, certify and annually audit the effectiveness of safety programs in all forestry operations

· In November 2006, the SAFE Companies program was launched
· By December 31, 2006, over 250 companies of all sizes throughout BC had registered and 16 successfully achieved certification

· To make safety an overriding priority in BC’s forests, it was important all parts of the sector had an opportunity to participate in the SAFE Companies program. In February 2008, a IOO certification stream in the SAFE Companies program was launched 

· By the end of February 2008, more than 200 individual owner operators signed up for the required half-day training.  Over 20 IOO SAFE training sessions are currently scheduled with more being added daily

How to enroll?

· To obtain further information call toll free at 1-877-741-1060 or visit www.bcforestsafe.org for the training calendar and online registration
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